
 

 

English Language Arts 

CRS uses a balanced approach to reading. This takes the form of 
whole class and small group instruction and independent work. 
Large group instruction focuses on reading genres, interactive 
reading and shared reading. Genre studies may include units on 
nursery rhymes, alphabet books, realistic fiction, animal fantasy 

and an author study. Small group instruction and independent 
work provide differentiated instruction in guided reading and 
phonics.  
The Words Their Way program for phonics and spelling is used in 
kindergarten through second grade.  
Writing is taught via a workshop model which is inherently 
differentiated. Writing instruction evolves from using pictures to 
communicate, to adding text in the form of invented spelling and 
ultimately to using a combination of pictures, invented spelling and 
sight words. The writing program includes the mechanics of 

print such as return sweep, punctuation, spaces between words. 
Basic elements of craft such as using adjectives are also taught. 
The major writing genres are personal narrative, informational 
writing and persuasive writing.  
MATH 



The K-4 Math program is Investigations in Number, Data and 
Space. Topics include 2D and 3D geometry, counting, computation, 
classification and measurement. 

HANDWRITING 

Handwriting Without Tears is implemented in grades K-4. In 
kindergarten instruction begins with the formation of uppercase 
letters followed by lowercase letters. See the tab on my 
page Fostering Fine Motor Development for tips on how to 
strengthen fine motor control. 

SOCIAL STUDIES 

Our social studies units include learning about ourselves and 
others, school community, rules, needs vs. wants, as well as maps 
and globes. Learning to be a cooperative, caring member of the 
school community is the underlying goal of daily life in 
kindergarten. 

SPECIAL AREA SUBJECTS 

We are fortunate to have wonderful specialists at CRS. For 
information about our science, physical education, art, music and 
library programs please see those teachers' class pages or 
department pages. 
 


