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NYS Social Studies Framework
Instructional Shifts
Focus on Conceptual Understanding

NYS Social Studies Framework
Instructional Shifts
Foster Student Inquiry, Collaboration and Informed Action

NYS Social Studies Framework
Instructional Shifts
Integrate Content and Skills Purposefully

NYS Social Studies Framework
Social Studies Practices

●

Gathering, Interpreting and Using Evidence:
○
○
○
○

●

Kindergarten: Ask Questions;
Grade 4: Develop questions about NYS and its history, geography, economics, and/or government;
Grade 8: Define and frame questions about the United States and answer them by gathering,
interpreting, and using evidence;
Grade 12: Define and frame questions about events and the world in which we live, form hypotheses
as potential answers to these questions, use evidence to answer these questions, and consider and
analyze counter-hypotheses.

Chronological Reasoning and Causation:
○
○
○
○

Kindergarten: Retell an important life event in sequential order;
Grade 4: Explain how events are related chronologically to one another;
Grade 8: Articulate how events are related chronologically to one another in time and explain
the ways in which earlier ideas and events may influence subsequent ideas and events.
Grade 12: Articulate how events are related chronologically to one another in time and explain
the ways in which earlier ideas and events may influence subsequent ideas and events.

NYS Social Studies Framework
Social Studies Practices

●

Comparison and Contextualization
○
○
○

○

●

Kindergarten: Describe a life event;
Grade 4: Describe and compare NYS historical events;
Grade 8: Evaluate multiple historical developments in societies, and across and between
societies, in various chronological and geographical contexts;
Grade 12: Describe, compare, and evaluate multiple historical developments (within societies;
across and between societies; in various chronological and geographical contexts).

Geographic Reasoning:
○
○
○
○

Kindergarten: Describe how environment affects his/her activities;
Grade 4: Identify how environments affect human activities and how human activities affect
physical environments;
Grade 8: Identify and analyze how environments affect human activities and how human
activities affect physical environments in the United States;
Grade 12: Identify, analyze, and evaluate the relationship between the environment and
human activities, how the physical environment is modified by human activities, and how
human activities are also influenced by Earth’s physical features and processes.

NYS Social Studies Framework
Social Studies Practices

●

Economics and Economic Systems
○
○
○

○

●

Kindergarten: Identify examples of scarcity and choices made due to scarcity;
Grade 4: Explain how scarcity necessitates decision making; compare the costs and benefits
of individual and economic decisions;
Grade 8: Explain how economic decisions affect the well-being of individuals, businesses, and
society; evaluate alternative approaches or solutions to economic issues in terms of benefits
and costs for different groups of people.
Grade 12: Use marginal benefits and marginal costs to construct an argument for or against
an approach or solution to an economic issue.

Civic Participation
○
○
○
○

Kindergarten: Identify and follow rules in the classroom and school.
Grade 4: Identify rights and responsibilities as a citizen of the community and the state.
Grade 8: Fulfill social and political responsibilities associated with citizenship in a democratic
society.
Grade 12: Fulfill social and political responsibilities associated with citizenship in a democratic
society and interdependent global community by developing awareness of and/or engaging in
the political process.

NYS Social Studies Framework
Instructional Shifts

NYS Social Studies Framework
Social Studies Practices
Unifying Themes
Grades 4-12

●

Individual Development and Cultural Identity;

●

Development, Movement, and Interaction of Cultures;

●

Time, Continuity, and Change;

●

Geography, Humans, and the Environment;

●

Development and Transformation of Social Structures;

●

Power, Authority, and Governance;

●

Civic Ideals and Practices;

●

Creation, Expansion, and Interaction of Economic Systems;

●

Science, Technology, and Innovation;

●

Global Connections and Exchange .

NYS Social Studies Framework
Topics and Key Ideas of Inquiries
Kindergarten-Grade 4

Grade

Inquiry 1

Inquiry 2

Inquiry 3

Inquiry 4

Inquiry 5

Inquiry 6

K

Identity

Holidays

Civic Ideals

Rules

Maps and Globes

Wants & Needs

K.1

K.2, K.3, K.8

K.4

K.5

K.6

K.9

Family Diversity

Global Citizenship

The President

Maps and Geography

Family Stories

Economic Choices

1.1

1.3

1.4

1.5

1.7 and 1.8

1.10

Urban, Suburban, and
Rural

Symbols

Civic Ideals and
Practices

Geography, Humans, and
Environment

Community History

Economic
Interdependence

2.3 and 2.4

2.5

1

2

2.3

2.1
3

4

2.6 and 2.7

2.8 and 2.9

Geography

Globalization

Cultural Diversity

Leadership and Government

Children's Rights

Global Trade

3.1, 3.2, 3.3

3.2, 3.6, 3.10

3.4 and 3.5

3.7

3.8

3.10

New York Geography

Manhattan
Purchase

Government and
Citizens

Call for Change

Industrialization

Immigration

4.4 and 4.5

4.6

4.7

4.3

4.4

4.1 and 4.2

New York State P-12 Science Learning Standards
Overview
●
●

●

The framework outlines three dimensions that are needed to provide students a high-quality
science education.
The integration of these three dimensions provides:
○ A context for the content of science;
○ An understanding of how science knowledge is acquired and understood;
○ A model for how sciences are connected through concepts that have universal meaning
across the disciplines.
The dimensions include:
○ Science and Engineering Practices;
○ Disciplinary Core Ideas;
○ Cross-Cutting Concepts.

New York State P-12 Science Learning Standards
Disciplinary Core Ideas (DCIs)
The DCIs:
●
●
●
●
●
●

Are a limited set of ideas and practices that will provide sufficient core knowledge,
enabling students to independently acquire additional information as needed;
Develop student facility in reasoning and explaining phenomena;
Prepare students to evaluate and select reliable sources of scientific information;
Intended to create science learners who use and produce scientific knowledge beyond
their school years;
Are structured along a developmental progression that continually builds and revises
knowledge and abilities;
Guides students toward a more scientifically based and coherent view of the natural
sciences and engineering.

New York State P-12 Science Learning Standards
Disciplinary Core Ideas

New York State P-12 Science Learning Standards
Science and Engineering Practices (SEPs)
The SEPs:

●
●
●
●
●

Mirror the core practices and norms of professional scientists and engineers;
Demonstrate that there is no single “method” in science;
Use models and explanations to develop students’ understanding of the nature of science and
engineering;
Engage students in generating valid and reliable knowledge (theories) through critique and
evidence-based argumentation;
Are iterative and cyclical.

New York State P-12 Science Learning Standards
Science and Engineering Practices

New York State P-12 Science Learning Standards
Cross-Cutting Concepts (CCs)

The CCs:
●
●
●
●
●
●

Are lenses to explore and explain phenomena;
Enable phenomena to be looked at through alternative lenses;
Have application across all domains of science.
Are meant to give students an organizational structure to understand the world;
Help students make sense of and connect Core Ideas (CIs) across disciplines and grade bands.
Are not intended as additional content.

New York State P-12 Science Learning Standards
Cross-Cutting Concepts

