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AMS Update – March 19, 2020
 

Dear AMS Students and Parents, 

As the District begins to implement its continual learning plan, I would like to share with you as much 

information as possible about the Middle School’s plan. 

Our staff has been working hard to provide an experience for our students that is engaging and 

appropriate.  Even with the challenges of teaching and learning remotely, our goal is to continue to 

honor Ardsley’s tradition of academic excellence.   

Getting Started 

We will begin our continual learning plan on Friday, March 20.  Google Classroom will be the primary 

platform for teachers to share their expectations, assignments, and to connect with their students.  

Parents are encouraged to review the work assigned with their student and create a plan for 

approaching the assignments. 

Student Experiences 

Remote teaching and learning is new for our students, parents, and teachers.  As we move through 

these next two weeks, everyone’s continued patience and understanding will be needed more than ever.  

Our community continues to show its resilience in these uncertain times. 

I think we - teachers, students, administrators, and parents - all agree that nothing replaces face-to-face 

learning.  We are hoping, however, that even in this new learning environment, we will ultimately find 

success in distance learning. 

Attendance and Technology 

Should your child be sick and can’t complete assignments, please contact the nurse’s office at 

preid@ardsleyschools.org and me at shorlacher@ardsleyschools.org.  As Dr. Wilson noted in his 

recent email, any issues accessing technology should first be addressed with the teacher.  If further 

assistance is needed, students and parents should contact me at shorlacher@ardsleyschools.org. 

Well-Being 

As we navigate our way through the next few weeks, our guidance department is committed to being 

present and available in the lives of our students and families.  To facilitate helpful and clear 

communication, they have created a new guidance blog.  The blog will help provide resources to guide 
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families towards a healthy balance of academics, health, and wellness.  The blog will be updated 

regularly. We encourage students and parents to keep an open line of communication with them. 

State Assessments 

The ELA exam has been postponed until further notice. We are awaiting direction from the State 

regarding the upcoming math assessments (grades 5-8), science assessment (grade 8), and Earth 

Science exam (grade 8).  

Class Trips 

Our 6th and 7th graders will be disappointed to learn that their spring class trips to Medieval Times 

and Pocono Valley, respectively, have been cancelled.  Likewise, the 5th grade, in-school experience 

will be cancelled, as well. 

Communication and Grading 

Teachers will be available to provide support to students, as appropriate, to ensure they are moving 

forward in their learning.  We are in the process of determining the most appropriate way to assess 

students. 

There are certain to be some hiccups along the way.  Our school is committed to working out the kinks 

and doing our best to educate our students and minimize the disruption.  The hope is that we will 

eventually find a rhythm and sense of normalcy in remote learning.  And, ultimately, that we are all 

back at Ardsley Middle School in no time and distance learning is a distant memory!   

Please check your email regularly and follow us on Twitter at @ArdsleyMS for updates. 

Sincerely, 

Stu Horlacher 

Principal 

 


