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AMS Update – March 30, 2020
 

Dear AMS Families, 

I hope everyone is doing as well as can be expected.  With a kindergarten teacher, 7th grader, 9th 

grader, and middle school administrator in our house, I suspect we have a lot of shared experiences! 

With just about one week of our journey into our ever-evolving Continual Learning Plan under our 

belt, I want to give you as many updates as possible without repeating what has come from Dr. 

Schoenfeld and Dr. Wilson.   

Student Experiences 

Our teachers are collaborating day and night (literally) with each other to ensure that our students’ 

experiences in this new environment are as engaging as possible.  Each department has discussed areas 

for continued growth and are committed to making each day better than the last.  We will continue to 

respect our teachers’ autonomy in this process, while also recognizing that we need a coherent 

approach both building-wide and district-wide.   

After regular meetings with our faculty and individual departments, I am reminded how much our staff 

loves what they teach, and how much they enjoy the face-to-face interaction with their students.  The 

most common sentiment I hear is, “I really miss the kids.” Knowing that the closure has been extended 

to April 15, we will continue to be creative with our outreach efforts to our students and families.  We 

are continuing to think outside of the box at both the building and district level to see how we can best 

move forward. 

Well-Being 

As our teachers and staff continue their work on the academic experience for our students, it’s 

important to note that we are mindful of our students’ emotional needs.  Our counselors and 

psychologists have reached out to their students with tips for managing their time, managing stress, 

and of course, making time for fun.  Please visit our guidance blog. 

Attendance and Accountability 

Students are expected to check Google Classroom daily.  We will continue to reach out to parents of 

those students who have not submitted work or followed-through on assignments.  Some of our 

programs give teachers the ability to monitor progress, while others do not.  For accountability 

purposes, it’s imperative that students follow their teachers’ guidelines.  As Dr. Wilson mentioned, 3rd 

quarter will be graded on a pass/fail basis.  Once we have a policy on how we will assess and grade our 

students for the remainder of the year, we will communicate this to you. 
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I am proud to say that I have been a part of the Ardsley Schools as both a teacher and administrator for 

19 years; I start many AMS gatherings saying as much.  Never have those words been more fitting.  

Our students and parents have shown such positivity and resilience.  Once teaching and learning in this 

new environment became our new reality, our teachers and staff showed such compassion and 

professionalism that was, quite frankly, impressive and something we should all be proud of.  What 

we’ve accomplished as a staff in a short amount of time is notable. 

There’s no question that these are challenging times.  Our school will continue to course-correct and 

calibrate as needed.  We will continue to be deliberate and supportive in how we move forward.  And, 

as always, your feedback and patience is always appreciated.   

Sincerely, 

Stu Horlacher 

Principal 


