
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

STUART HORLACHER 

PRINCIPAL 

 

JENNIFER GOLDENBERG 

ASSISTANT  PRINCIPAL 

Dear AMS Families, 

 

I hope you and your families are doing well.  Now that decisions have been made regarding the 

closing of school for the remainder of the school year, I have some updates I’d like to share with 

you.  In addition, please know that we are finalizing plans for 8th grade graduation, locker clean-

out, textbook return, and yearbook distribution.  Most of these are efforts that need to be 

coordinated district-wide.  We will communicate these plans as soon as possible. 

 

Grading 

 

As noted previously, changes have been made to our traditional marking periods and grading 

process in order to address the challenges that COVID-19 has presented, e.g., the weighting of 

marking periods, the short-term use of pass/fail, and the use of a standards-based rubric/scoring 
guide.  Along those lines, we have modified our “mid-point” communication, i.e. we will not be 

posting gradebooks online mid-quarter.  In lieu of that, teachers will communicate directly with 

those students (and their parents) who fall into one of two categories: 1) ‘Approaching 

Standards’ or 2) ‘Incomplete’.  If you are not contacted by your student’s teacher by May 22, 

know that your child is either ‘Meeting Standards’ or ‘Exceeding Standards’.  As always, feel 

free to reach out to your child’s teacher at any time. 

 

8th Grade Awards and Graduation 

 

Once Governor Cuomo made the decision to close schools for the remainder of the year, it took 

some options off the table that were discussed for our end-of-year celebrations and 

traditions.  This was certainly the case for the 8th grade awards and graduation.  Our goal for 

both of these special celebrations is to honor what has traditionally been done in the past, albeit 

in a virtual space.   

 

Award recipients and their families will be notified and provided with details in a separate email 

(in approximately two weeks).  A link to the recorded presentation will be sent to the recipients 

and their families at the time of the originally scheduled presentation (June 11 at 6 PM).   

Students and parents will be notified once graduation plans are finalized.   

 

Science Meeting 

 

Around this time each year, Ms. Enjoli Joseph (AMS Science Curriculum Leader) and Ms. Diana 

Evangelista (AHS Science Curriculum Leader) have a conversation with 7th grade parents 

regarding 8th grade science placements and the high school science sequence.  This year’s 

meeting will be virtual and is scheduled for next week.  An email with details will be sent to 7th 

grade parents shortly. 

 

  

 

 

 

PHONE   914.295.5600 • FAX  914.295.5677 

https://www.ardsleyschools.org/cms/lib/NY02211898/Centricity/Domain/9/April.20.2020.pdf
http://www.ardsleyschools.org/


Math Update 

 

At our 5th and 6th grade back-to-school night, Ms. Linda Nappi (AMS Math Curriculum Leader) 

presented future course offerings in math as well as outlined the placement process into our 

accelerated and honors programs.  The placement criteria described in the letters that were 

distributed at back-to-school night remains, for the most part, the same.  

 

As always, your continued support and feedback is appreciated.  Invitations for ‘Coffee Talk’ 

virtual meetings regarding the above topics will be emailed to the respective parent groups.  

 

Sincerely, 

 

Stu Horlacher 

Principal 

 

https://drive.google.com/drive/folders/1n50elNjXlUMagjrB83LBEa1VKB4y5gjG

